SOCIETY NEWS

The Society’s Library

Early Balloonin

Lithographs and Prints

he Royal Aeronautical Society

Library houses one of the
world’s finest collections of early
ballooning material (books,
pamphlets, newspaper cuttings,
prints and lithographs and
commemorative medals) which
has been used by researchers
from Germany, France and the
United States.

Complementing the fine
collection of early ballooning
and aeronautical books is a
major collection of around 700
early ballooning lithographs/
prints/posters. This collection —
which is based mainly on the
holdings of the Cuthbert-
Hodgson Collection (which was
in 1947 purchased in its entirety
by Sir Frederick Handley Page
and presented to the Society,
and described by J.L. Pritchard in
the Society’s Journal in June
1953 as “... the oldest
aeronautical collection in the
world”) and the C.FA. Pierce
Collection — is a historically

important visual record of man’s
early ascents into the air at the
very dawn of aviation as
portrayed by illustrators and
engravers of the time.

The balloon was born in
France in 1783 during the late-
18th century Enlightenment
pursuit of scientific knowledge;
the ability to travel through the
air opened up peoples’ minds to
the possibilities of aerial
navigation and news of the early
ascents was transmitted rapidly
across Europe. A part of this
process was the production of
numerous lithographs/prints
commemorating particular
ascents or aerial voyages, and
the Library holds examples of
many views of ascents across
Britain, France and other
European countries, occasionally
with the same scene printed in
different countries with national
variations in the supporting text
or people depicted. There are
also a number of portrait
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George Cruickshank ‘Taxi Balloons’ — ‘A scene in the Farce of “Lofty

Projects”’ (1825) [Cuthbert-Hodgson Collection].

engravings
aeronauts of the time and
posters publicising forthcoming
ascents.

The balloon — a vehicle of
gas and air which could be
inflated or deflated — became,
for caricaturists, a symbol that

Left: James Gillray. ‘He Steers His Flight: Or, Tentanda via est qua me quoque possim tollere humo’ (1810) [A cartoon of Lord Grenville’s
Installation as Chancellor of Oxford. Grenville, seated in a balloon, is ascending into the air. He is attired in his Chancellor’s gown, with a
crucifix on his back]. [Cuthbert-Hodgson Collection]. Second left: Watercolour of Charles Green’s ‘Royal Vauxhall’ (later known as the ‘Nassau’[)
balloon over the Medway, 7 November 1836. After a flight of some 480 miles lasting 18 hours Green — accompanied by Robert Hollond (MP for
Hastings) and Thomas Monck Mason — landed at Weilburg in the Duchy of Nassau, the longest flight that man had accomplished up to that
time. [Cuthbert-Hodgson Collection]. Third left: George Biggin, Letitia Sage and Vincenzo Lunardi ascending from St George's Fields, London, 29
June 1785 based on an original eyewitness drawing by Rigaud (C.F.A. Pierce Collection) Stipple engraving hand-coloured by Francesco Bartolozzi
[Mrs Letitia Ann Sage was the first Englishwoman to ascend into the air] [Cuthbert-Hodgson Collection]. Right: William Elmes ‘Prime Bang Up at

RS

Hackney’ [Caricature of Sadler's 18th Ascent form the gardens of the Mermaid Tavern, Hackney. 12 August, 1811]. [Cuthbert-Hodgson Collection].
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Top: Ascent from the Thuilleries Garden of Charles and Robert 1
December 1783. [Cuthbert-Hodgson Collection].
Bottom: Descent of Charles and Robert’s balloon at Nesle 1 December

1783 [Cuthbert-Hodgson Collection].

could be representative of
monarchy, parliament and the
church. The Library's holdings
include a number of ’balloon’
cartoons including fine original
lithographs by Thomas
Rowlandson (1756-1827), James
Gillray (1756-1815), George
Cruikshank (1792-1878) and
other notable artists.

To preserve these lithographs/
prints/posters — a key collection
of the world’s early aeronautical
heritage — for current and
future generations of
researchers, they urgently need
to be removed from their old
thin cardboard mounts and
individually encapsulated into
an archival inert polyester film

and housed in acid-free archival
storage boxes, so that they can
be handled and studied without
damaging the originals. The cost
of this necessary archival
conservation work is around £60
per lithograph and a fund of
approximately ~ £55,000 s
therefore required to archivally
conserve for posterity the entire
collection.

If any individual member,
company or organisation
would like to contribute to the
cost of conserving these early
ballooning lithographs, please
contact: Brian Riddle, Librarian,
Royal Aeronautical Society,
No.4 Hamilton Place, London
W1J 7BQ, UK. Tel: +44 (0)20
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While researching in the Society’s Library, Miss Susann Trabert of the
Justurs Liebig Universitét at Giessen discovered this early form of

image manipulation.

Above: King George Il and the Royal Family viewing a balloon let off
in the garden of Windsor Castle (Published 2 April 1784 by J. Basire of
Clerkenwell) reappear, below, as spectators in a lithograph of ‘An Exact
Representation of Mr Lunardi’s Grand Air Balloon ascending from the

Artillery Ground 15 September 1784’.

7670 4362. e-mail:
brian.riddle@aerosociety.com

Already similarly archivally
encapsulated are a number of
examples from the Library's
notable collection of around 200
aviation posters of the 1920s and
1930s — in particular those
relating to the operations of
Imperial Airways, KLM,
Lufthansa, Air France and
Railway Air Services and the
Royal Air Force Air Displays at
Hendon; the remaining posters
from this collection are currently
being repaired and conserved by
the archival conservators Riley
Dunn & Wilson Ltd of Falkirk,
the archival work being funded
by The Foyle Foundation.

An Exaet Reprefentation of MYLUNARDYS Grand Air Balloon
Ascendding rrom  dhe Metillery Ground , London ,Jineiza78y .
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